
Riparian Summit: 
Project Prioritization and Regional Conservation Assessments



Regional Conservation Assessment
Regional Development PlanInform Project Planning to Avoid and 

Minimize Environmental Impacts
Tools: Siting and Implementation

Integrated Vision and Plan

Integrated Regional Conservation & Development: Process 
Overview

Integrated Regional Conservation and Development Program: 
Promoting the sustainable balance of regional development and conservation, and the data and tools to implement this 

vision.

Inform Project Mitigation to Advance 
Regional Conservation Goals

Tools: Stewardship, Acquisition, Restoration



RCA Conservation Targets

Selection Criteria

• All listed species (federally or state T&E)
• SGCN species, CDFW Status SSC, WL, FP, 1B&2B plant species
• All DRECP species & other focal species from existing 

conservation plans (Antelope Valley RCIS species will be 
included)

• Threatened and Endangered Vegetation types
• Other Special Ecosystems / Habitats (e.g. wetlands)



Mojave Conservation Targets: SpeciesMojave Conservation Targets: Species



Mojave Conservation Targets: Ecosystems



Ecoregional Conservation Value: Number of Targets

Distribution Data 
• Point Locations
• Distribution Models
• Expert Range Maps



Conservation Value Maps
Logic model represents conservation values for all conservation targets across the 
Mojave Ecoregion (181 targets currently included in system)

• Units of analysis are 1 square kilometer reporting units
• The base conservation value for each target is based on its documented 

conservation status  (Endangered = 3, Threatened = 2, Other = 1 )
• The mapped conservation value for each target is determined by probability of 

occurrence. CNDDB Location/Point Locations = 1, Expert or statistical model output = 0.75, Range maps = 0.5
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Ecoregional Conservation Value



Conservation Value: Ecoregion Section & Subsection



Site Analysis



Site Analysis



Project Analysis



Information Context for Conservation Planning 

Prior Steps will Identify Representative Areas of High Conservation Value.  
Conservation Action across these areas will be informed by:

• Opportunity Data Layers
• Corridors and Connectivity
• Ownership
• Landscape Integrity
• SWAP Priority Areas

• Threat Data Layers
• Imminence of development
• Fragmentation
• Invasive species

• Ecosystem Service Co-benefit Data Layers
• Groundwater Recharge
• Carbon Sequestration
• Prime Agricultural Lands



All Focal Species

Focal Ecosystems +

Focal Special Features

Sand Source Areas
Sand Dunes

Spring and Seeps
Caves, Mines, and Cliffs











Endangered & Threatened Species

Mammals +
Birds +
Reptiles +
Amphibians +
Fishes +
Invertebrates +
Plants +









Click to expand
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Regional Conservation Assessment and Planning Tool



All Focal Species

Endangered & Threatened Species

Mammals +

 Bats
Townsend’s big-eared bat
California leaf-nosed bat
Long-legged myotis
Cave myotis
Big free-tailed bat
Pallid bat







Rodents
Mojave ground squirrel
Yellow-eared pocket mouse
McKittrick pocket mouse
Tehachapi pocket mouse
Mohave River vole








Other
American badger
Desert bighorn sheep
Desert kit fox
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Regional Conservation Assessment and Planning Tool



Click to see map

Click to see in Data Basin

Dropdown shows other results for ancillary datasets
(e.g., intactness, connectivity, climate, SWAP, ACE III, etc.)

Generate PDF or Excel results

Save
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Regional Conservation Assessment and Planning Tool



Density of groundwater dependent wetlands and vegetation alliances in California
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