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1. CalTrout Projects

Established in 1971, California Trout 
is a nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to ensure there are 
abundant wild fish thriving in 
healthy waters for a better 
California.

Solving complex resources issues 
while balancing the needs of wild 
fish and people.



Our model of Work:

• California focused, embedded in key geographies, where wild fish 
influence communities

• Science based and solution oriented

• Credibility and trust provide opportunity to work with diverse 
interests

• Proof of concept project success, establish precedent,     that can 
be scaled up



2. Southern California steelhead
100 years ago, Southern California was 
famous for its steelhead runs

Santa Ynez River - ~ 11,000 adult fish
Santa Clara River -~ 9,000 adult fish
Ventura River - ~ 5,000 adult fish

Steelhead fishing in the region was 
enormously popular with men, women 
and children

Annual steelhead runs in Southern 
California have declined precipitously 
from 32,000-46,000 returning adults 
to less than ~500.



State of Salmonids II: Southern steelhead
Level of Concern: CRITICAL
Southern steelhead populations are in 
danger of extinction within the next 25-
50 years due to anthropogenic and 
environmental impacts threatening their 
recovery. Since its listing in 1997, 
abundance has continued to decline to 
precariously low levels. 

Top 3 Threats: Major Dams, 
Urbanization, Estuary Alteration.

Actions: Water Conservation, Manage 
both resident Rainbow Trout with 
Southern steelhead as part of DPS, Fish 
Passage Remediation, CMP, Non-native 
species removal. 



3. CalTrout SoCal Region

The regional goal is to leverage 
CalTrout’s sustained presence in 
SoCal to increase awareness of 
state water issues amongst SoCal 
legislators, establish legal 
precedent on important 
statewide fish and water issues, 
establish CalTrout as a leader on 
state/local fish and water issues, 
and empower local groups to 
restore Southern steelhead and 
its habitat.





4. CalTrout SoCal Strategies
• Legislative Relations

- Annual Casting Call in Sacramento
- In person meetings with legislators
- Site Visits
- Support letters for funding proposals
- Policy and Advocacy – Parks Bond SB 5



• Legal Precedent

- Public Trust Doctrine
- Fish and Game Code 5937
- Endangered Species Act
- FERC Relicensing – Santa Felicia Dam & South State Water Project



• Empowering local action

- Santa Clara River Steelhead Coalition
- South Coast Steelhead Coalition; co-chair Trout Unlimited
- Matilija Coalition and Dam Removal Funding Committee
- Fillmore and Piru Basins GSA Environmental Representative



Our mission is to protect and restore wild Southern California Steelhead 
and its habitat in the Santa Clara River watershed, which straddles both 

Ventura and Los Angeles Counties.







• Building Community Presence through on the ground projects

- Santa Clara River Estuary Habitat Restoration and Enhancement 
Feasibility Study

- Invasive Non-Native Plant Management  - Habitat Restoration & 
Ecosystem Enhancement Project 

- Harvey Diversion Fish Passage Restoration Project (Phase I)
- Sisar Creek Design Alternatives Assessment for steelhead passage
- Rose Valley Lakes System Design Alternatives Analysis

- Santa Clara River Steelhead Coalition – Water Talks Program
http://caltrout.org/water-talks/















Thank You!

Candice Meneghin

Conservation Program Manager, Southern California Region

(310) 890-2834

cmeneghin@caltrout.org
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